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M Sister Cities of Kyoto

The City of Kyoto has nine sister cities in the world (among
them, Paris is called a city tied with the Pacte d'amitié
fraternelle, and Xian is called a friendship city). Every 10th
anniversary is celebrated in such ways as sending and
receiving official delegations, holding cultural and sporting
exchange programs for the citizens, and other events to
introduce the culture of sister cities, so as to promote
mutual friendship.
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B Partner Cities of Kyoto

Unlike sister-city relationships, which promote
comprehensive exchange programs, the partner-city
relationship is centered on the activities initiated by
the citizens in a particular field such as “Culture and
Arts,” “Academics , Research and Education,” and “the
Economy”. At present, the City of Kyoto has nine sister
cities. This partner-city system was introduced to extend
international friendship beyond the sister cities.
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>33 Profile of Paris @&

Paris is the capital of the French Republic, situated on the River
Seine, which is considered a launching site of the Culture and
Arts of the world. The history of Paris started in the 1st century
B.C. as a Roman colony. It is the home of the University of Paris,
the oldest university in Europe. The city of Paris consists of
20 districts where all the roads radiate inwards. Paris has a
number of world-renowned museums such as the Louvre Museum
and a number of exquisite architectural structures such as the
Notre Dame Cathedral, Arch of Triumph, Eiffel Tower and
Champs Elysees.

Population: 2,180,000 Area: 105km
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5 Background w@ask

In 1957, the Mayor of Kyoto expressed his wish to form sister-city
ties between Kyoto and Paris through a letter addressed to the
President of Paris City Council which was delivered by a
professor of the Institute Francais du Japon-Kansai. The following
year, the President of Paris City Council visited Kyoto. After
he returned to Paris, the executive committee of Paris City
Council approved le Pacte d'amitié fraternelle Paris—Kyoto,
and soon after that the City of Kyoto announced the concluding
of the Pacte d’amitié.
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>3 Profile of Boston @&

Boston, the capital city of the State of Massachusetts has a harbor
which is located at about the same latitude as Hakodate, Japan. It is
the largest city in the New England region and a center for commerce,
financing and culture. The history of the Boston started in 1630 and
contains well-known episodes such as the Boston Tea party. There
are many remnants of the American wars of independence and
cultural heritage. It is also known for the Boston Symphony Orchestra,
Museum of Fine Arts of Boston, Boston Marathon and Boston Red
Sox. Boston is also famous for being an academic city, the abode
of Boston University,Harvard University and MIT. The city is
well-known for its refined culture and academic assets. Its economy
and high-tech industry is also well advanced.

Population: 680,000 Area: 232km
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5 Background wsei

In 1957, the Mayor of Kyoto visited the U.S. Ambassador and
proposed the establishment of sister-city ties between Kyoto
and Boston. Later when the Kyoto City Delegation attended
the 4th Japan-U.S. Conference for the Mayors and Presidents
of Chambers of Commerce in San Diego, they handed a letter
from the Mayor of Kyoto to the Mayor of Boston. In 1959,
the Mayor of Kyoto visited Boston and both mayors concluded
the sister city agreement.
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2533 Profile of Cologne e

Cologne originated from a colonial commercial city established
by the Romans in the 1st century. Today, it prospers as a key
junction of transportation and a center for commerce and
tourism. It is also the hub of contemporary arts and music.
Cologne Cathedral, famous for its two steeples is known as the
largest Gothic architecture in the world. It is also famous for
being the origin of “Eau de Cologne”

Population: 1,080,000 Area: 405kmi
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255 Background sk

The Ambassador of Germany visited Kyoto in 1958. He and
the Mayor of Kyoto talked about the possibility of forming
sister-city ties between Kyoto and one of the cities in Germany.
When the Mayor of Kyoto visited Cologne in 1962, he expressed
his wish for Kyoto and Cologne to become sister cities. The City
of Cologne unofficially agreed. In 1963, the Ambassador of
Germany handed over the sister-city agreement from Cologne.
The Mayor of Kyoto visited Cologne to attend the signing
ceremony.
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>33 Profile of Florence «@s&&

Florence, that names flower capital in Italian, is the capital of
Tuscany Region. It is the birthplace of Renaissance and world
known figures such as Da Vinci and Michelangelo who were
patronized by the House of Medici. There are many historical
properties such as palaces and cathedrals in Florence. “The birth
of Venus” and several other famous paintings are exhibited at the
Uffizi Museum. Florence has several thriving industries such as
fashion, craftworks and wool fabric through ages. Florence has
several thriving industries such as fashion, craftworks and wool
fabric through ages.

Population: 370,000 Area: 102kmi
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Date of signing sister-city agreement : September 22,1965
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Z5 Background wsc

The Ambassador of Italy visited Kyoto in 1959. He and the Mayor
of Kyoto talked about the possibility of forming sister-city ties
between Kyoto and Florence. When the Mayor of Kyoto visited
Florence the same year, he was very impressed by the city.
The Kyoto City Assembly approved the sister-city ties between
Kyoto and Florence in 1963. In 1965, Florence City Council also
approved the move. A signing ceremony for the sister-city
agreement between Kyoto and Florence was held.
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5999 Profile of Kyiv @wae&

Kyiv is the capital of Ukraine, located in the middle course of
the Dnipro River, and has a long history and tradition over 1,500
years since its establishment. The city has many parks and tree-
lined streets, and more than 65% of its land are green areas,
which makes the city called the “Capital of Forest” . There are
historical heritages including Saint-Sophia Cathedral and Kyiv-
Pechersk Lavra, and the city is also famous for art such as ballet
and music.

Population: 2,960,000 Area: 827km

ties of Kyoto
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Date of signing sister-city agreement: September 7, 1971
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5959 Background wsa&

In 1958, the ambassador of the U.S.S.R. visited Kyoto and
suggested to the Mayor of Kyoto that Kyiv and Kyoto establish a
sister-city relationship. In the following year, the Mayor of Kyiv
sent an official letter to propose the relationship to the Mayor
of Kyoto. Afterwards, exchanges in various fields were carried
out by people in both cities over 10 years, which developed the
friendship between the cites. The visit of the Mayor of Kyiv to
Kyoto also increased the momentum towards concluding the
sister-city agreement. In 1971, the Mayor of Kyoto visited Kyiv,

and the agreement was signed.
/ &
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>33 Profile of Xi’an @&

Xi’an is the capital city of Shaanxi province. It is the heart of culture,
politics, manufacturing and industry in North Western China. It was
the capital of some of the well-known reigns including Zhou, Qin,
Han, and Tang dynasties for 1152 years (11th century BC to 10th
century AD). Chang’an, which is the old name of Xi’an, flourished
as the capital of the Tang dynasty from the 7th to 10th century AD
and was the model for “Heiankyo” in Japan. Xi’an is renowned for
possessing several historical architectural structures such as the
Giant Wild Goose, Pagoda, Terracotta Army, and the Blue Dragon
Temple where a famous Japanese priest, Kukai, used to study. It also
has many other famous places such as the Hua ging chi Pond, which
was the stage for the romantic affair between Emperor Xuanzong
of the Tang Dynasty and Yang Kuei Fei.

Population: 13,160,000  Area: 10,108kmni
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Date of signing friendship-city agreement : May 10,1974

S REORIG week

1972F (BH47E) BHEBESRESABTLNAZOR. TR
EDNBHAROPTHRMEORFRENEEICKRD BE RPHR
NORARIFHEERD CUH>TAREDOREEES712,19735F
(BHM48E) MRATPOBR.ZLEZEEEL LOXK TR ALK
FHHREDESRICEL . BE ZRETREAR LT 2 RE™
RKiFShREEIARTEHE. RIFHTHBREES L.

“230 Background ws&

An official of the Chinese government visited Kyoto in 1972.
He and the Mayor of Kyoto talked about the possibility of
forming sister-city ties between Kyoto and Xi'an. The following
year, the Mayor of Kyoto sent a letter to the President of the
China-Japan Friendship Association to seek his cooperation
in realizing sister-city ties between the two cities. When the
Mayor of Kyoto visited China in 1973, he met Mr. Li Xiannian,
the Vice President of China. They agreed to link Kyoto and
Xi'an in this way. The following year, the Kyoto City delegation
visited Xi'an and both mayors declared sister-city ties.
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Z55_ Profile of Guadalajara @&

Guadalajara city was constructed in 1541. It is the second largest
city of Mexico and the capital of the State of Jalisco and is called
“Pearl of the West” for its beauty. It is a beautiful city where
flowers bloom throughout the year and the average temperature
is 19 °C (66.2F). Guadalajara is surrounded by many attractive
small towns like Tlaquepaque, which is famous for Mariachi
music and folk arts, Tonara, known as a town of pottery, Tequila
of tequila (alcohol) fame and the beautiful health resort Lago
de Chapala. The wall painting at Hospicio Cabanas by Jose
Clemente Orozco is one of the masterpieces of art in that region
and is designated as a World Heritage site.

Population: 1,380,000 Area: 151km
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Z53 Background @ws&

In 1978, the Secretary General of the International Committee
for Mexican Sister Cities sent a letter suggesting the establishment
of sister-city ties between Guadalajara and Kyoto to the Secretary
General of the Japan Municipal League for International Friendship.
Later, the Ambassador of Mexico visited Kyoto several times
to recommend Guadalajara become a sister city of Kyoto.

In 1980, the Mayor of Guadalajara visited Kyoto to sign the
sister-city agreement.
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Z55 Profile of Zagreb was

Zagreb is the capital and largest city of the Republic of Croatia
which was founded by Slavs in 10 century A.D. It is a city with
a rich history with a number of cultural assets such as Zagreb
University which has a 300 years of history and the Conservatory.
In the center of the city, the Neo Gothic style twin-steeple of
the Cathedral of Blessed Virgin Mary gives middle aged
atmosphere to the cityscape. Traditional industry of Zagreb
such as pottery, embroidery, lace making, tanned leather
products and other ethnic crafts are uniquely attractive.

Population: 780,000 Area: 641km
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Z5 Background was

Since 1966, successive Ambassadors of Croatia had suggested
the formation of sister-city ties between Kyoto and Zagreb.
After 1966, the people of both cities began to interact with
each other. In 1975, the cities signed a protocol of friendship.
In 1981, the Mayor of Kyoto visited Zagreb to conclude a
sister-city agreement.
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223 Profile of Prague @ae

Prague is the capital and the largest city of the Czech Republic.
Situated on the Vultava River in central Bohemia, Prague has
been the political, cultural, and economic center since the 9th
century. The city consists of 56 administrative and municipal
districts. Prague is the abode of Charles Bridge, Prague Castle and
several other historical pieces of architecture of the Romanesque,
Gothic, Renaissance, and Baroque periods. That is why it is called
the “museum of architecture” and the “city of a hundred spires.”
It is also known for being the stage for the musical activities of
famous composers such as Smetana and Dvorak.

Population: 1,320,000 Area: 496km
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“553 Background wae&

Since 1960, the City of Prague had proposed the formation
of sister-city ties with Kyoto. After 1991, many dignitaries from
the Czech Republic such as the President of the Czech Republic
and Mayor of Prague visited Kyoto to propose sister-city ties
between Kyoto and Prague. The momentum for this grew year
by year. In 1994, when the World Conference of Historical
Cities was held in Kyoto, both cities discussed this matter, and
finally the City of Kyoto accepted the proposal from the City
of Prague. In 1996, the Mayor and a Kyoto city delegation visited
Prague and signed the sister-city agreement.
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>3 Profile of Jinju wses&

Situated in the southern part of the Korean Peninsula, Jinju is
known as the ancient capital of Goryeo Dynasty. It has 64 cultural
heritage sites, and is blessed with rich natural beauty such as
Jinyangho Lake and Namgang River. Since it is also blessed with a
temperate climate, fruit and vegetable production has flourished
here. Jinju is well-known for its silk production industry. Jinju is
also known as the city of higher education and academia with six
universities such as Gyeongsang National University, Chinju National
University of Education and Gyeongnam National University of
Science and Technology.

Population: 350,000 Area: 713kmi

RIEFABE 19994 (Fr114) 4H27H

Date of signing partner-city agreement: April 27,1999
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Fields of exchange: Academics and education
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253 Background wsc

The City of Kyoto had long hoped to establish relations with
one of the cities in the Republic of Korea, a close neighbor of
Japan. Since Kyoto College of Art (at present Kyoto University of
Art and Design) and the Kyoto International Foundation were
active in youth-exchange and homestay programs with the city
of Jinju, Kyoto and Jinju discussed the possibility of forming
partner-city ties. Finally, in 1999, both cities signed the partner-city
agreement in the fields of academia and education.
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>33 Profile of Konya @&

Konya city is the capital of Konya Province and a landlocked city
located in the central south of Asia Minor Peninsula. It is a key road
junction and a center of industries such as milling and cement
production. The city flourished as the capital of Seljuk Sultanate
of Rum from the late 11th century. It is also known as the bastion
center of the Mevlevi school of philosophy founded by the Mevlana
Jelaleddin Rumi. There are numerous historical heritage sites from
the Great Seljuk Empire such as the Mosque, the Mausoleum of
Mevlana Jelaleddin Rumi and the Archeological Museum. Catal Huyuk
is located in the suburbs of Konya and is famous for being one of
the oldest relics of human habitation.

Population: 1,380,000 Area: 38,873km
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Date of signing partner-city agreement: December 12,2009
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Fields of exchange: Arts and culture
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255 Background wsaek

Triggered by the fact that Konya had hosted the 11th World
Conference of Historical Cities in 2008, Kyoto and Konya started
talking about forming partner-city ties. In 2009, the Mayor of
Kyoto visited Konya and signed the partner-city agreement with
the Mayor of Konya.
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> Profile of Qingdao wsa&

Located in Shandong Province, Qingdao is a prominent
trading port city in China. By the end of the 19th century, it
was a small fishing village. After the Qing Dynasty
government constructed military facilities there at the end
of the 19th century, the city started developing. Later it
prospered as a German model colony. Even today, German
influence can be seen in its western-style cityscape and
Tsingtao Beer. It is also known for being an international
coastal resort because of its mild climate.

Population: 10,070,000  Area: 11,293km

RIEFHAB 20125 (Fri24%) 8A26H
Date of signing partner-city agreement: August 26,2012
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Fields of exchange: Business, environmental issues, culture, sports and education
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25 Background was&

After the Mayor of Qingdao suggested forming sister-city
ties with Kyoto in 2010, the cities began a discussion about
their relationship. Later, the interactions between the
citizens of both cities intensified. In 2012, the Mayor of Kyoto
visited Qingdao together with a group of citizens named
“Kyoto-Qingdao Citizens Association” and signed the
partner-city agreement with Qingdao.
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>3 Profile of Hue was&

Located in the center of Vietnam, Hue is the cultural, political
and business center of Thua Thien-Hue Province. It was the
capital of the Nguyen Dynasty, the last unified empire of Vietnam.
In the city, there are historical properties such as the imperial
palace, temples and old museum buildings. The mausoleums of
successive emperors and temples are scattered in the suburbs.

Population: 650,000 Area: 265kmi

Partner Cities of Kyoto

RIEFAE 20134 (Fr25%) 2208
Date of signing partner-city agreement: February 20,2013
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Fields of exchange: Academy, education and welfare
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53 Background @wa&

When the Mayor of Kyoto met the Mayor of Hue on the occasion
of the 13th World Conference of Historical Cities in Hue in
2012, they agreed to sign a partner-city agreement the following
year, which marked the 40th anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between Japan and Vietnam.

The Mayor of Hue visited Kyoto, and both mayors signed the
agreement in 2013.
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>33 Profile of Istanbul @&’

Istanbul is the largest city in Turkey and the center of culture,
business and finance. It is the only city in the world which
straddles both the European and Asian continents. Historically,
it enjoyed prosperity as a capital of the Roman Empire, East Roman
Empire, and Ottoman Empire. In 1985, the Historic Areas of
Istanbul, which house Topkapi Palace, Ayasofya, Blue Mosque and
other important historical buildings, were designated a UNESCO
World Heritage site.

Population: 15,840,000 Area: 1,831km
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Date of signing partner-city agreement: June 14,2013
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Fields of exchange: Academics and education
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25 Background wac&

After Istanbul joined the League of Historical Cities in 1994,
communication between Kyoto and Istanbul was enhanced at both
governmental and private levels. In particular, universities in Kyoto
such as Doshisha University and Kyoto University began to carry
out academic and educational exchange with universities in Istanbul.
In 2010, the President of Doshisha University suggested the Mayor
of Kyoto form a partner-city relationship with Istanbul, and the
Mayor agreed. The Mayor of Kyoto visited Istanbul to conclude the
partner-city agreement on his way back from Cologne, where the
50th anniversary of sister-city relations between Kyoto and Cologne
was celebrated in June 2013.
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> Profile of Vientiane Capital City wes&

Vientiane is the capital city of Laos located on the banks of the
Mekong River where it runs forming the border between Laos
and Thailand. Despite being the frequent target of invasions
from neighboring states in the past, Vientiane plays an important
role and is the center of government and culture as the capital
of this Buddhist country. The city maintains numerous historical
Buddhist temples and pagodas. There are many trees along streets
and the city is called as the ‘Green Capital’. Vientiane Capital City
is the capital of Laos and the city also compromises 9 districts.

Population:790,000 Area: 3,920km
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Date of signing partner-city agreement: November 3,2015
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Fields of exchange: Academic research
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25 Background @as

In 2013 Kyoto City Zoo and the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment of Lao People’s Democratic Republic signed a
Memorandum of Mutual Understanding on the Elephant Breeding
Project and this event created an opportunity to start cultural exchanges.
In 2014, Mayor of Kyoto and the Kyoto City delegation’s visit to
Vientiane. Since then universities in both cities started academic
research and cooperation. In November of 2014, the government
of Laos donated 4 elephants to Kyoto City Zoo. In July 2015, Laos
and Japan celebrated the 60th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations and the Prime Minister of Laos visited Kyoto.
On November 3rd, 2015 the Mayor of Vientiane visited Kyoto and
both mayors signed the partner-city agreement.






M4 (20225F) 6 B FAT

¥ 17 REfh S TEER ERM - LEHER

f£ P : T604-8571 REPHPRXFHNE M 25 _EAGESFRIHEI48821th
TEL :075-222-3072 F AX :075-222-3055

RESTENRIY) 550430625





