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> Profile of Vientiane Capital City wes&

Vientiane is the capital city of Laos located on the banks of the
Mekong River where it runs forming the border between Laos
and Thailand. Despite being the frequent target of invasions
from neighboring states in the past, Vientiane plays an important
role and is the center of government and culture as the capital
of this Buddhist country. The city maintains numerous historical
Buddhist temples and pagodas. There are many trees along streets
and the city is called as the ‘Green Capital’. Vientiane Capital City
is the capital of Laos and the city also compromises 9 districts.

Population:790,000 Area: 3,920km

o

RIEFEAH 20155 (Fm274F) 11B3H

Date of signing partner-city agreement: November 3,2015
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Fields of exchange: Academic research
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25 Background @as

In 2013 Kyoto City Zoo and the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment of Lao People’s Democratic Republic signed a
Memorandum of Mutual Understanding on the Elephant Breeding
Project and this event created an opportunity to start cultural exchanges.
In 2014, Mayor of Kyoto and the Kyoto City delegation’s visit to
Vientiane. Since then universities in both cities started academic
research and cooperation. In November of 2014, the government
of Laos donated 4 elephants to Kyoto City Zoo. In July 2015, Laos
and Japan celebrated the 60th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations and the Prime Minister of Laos visited Kyoto.
On November 3rd, 2015 the Mayor of Vientiane visited Kyoto and
both mayors signed the partner-city agreement.



