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>33 Profile of Istanbul @&’

Istanbul is the largest city in Turkey and the center of culture,
business and finance. It is the only city in the world which
straddles both the European and Asian continents. Historically,
it enjoyed prosperity as a capital of the Roman Empire, East Roman
Empire, and Ottoman Empire. In 1985, the Historic Areas of
Istanbul, which house Topkapi Palace, Ayasofya, Blue Mosque and
other important historical buildings, were designated a UNESCO
World Heritage site.

Population: 15,840,000 Area: 1,831km

RIEFABE 2013%F(Fr25%) 6H14H

Date of signing partner-city agreement: June 14,2013
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Fields of exchange: Academics and education
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After Istanbul joined the League of Historical Cities in 1994,
communication between Kyoto and Istanbul was enhanced at both
governmental and private levels. In particular, universities in Kyoto
such as Doshisha University and Kyoto University began to carry
out academic and educational exchange with universities in Istanbul.
In 2010, the President of Doshisha University suggested the Mayor
of Kyoto form a partner-city relationship with Istanbul, and the
Mayor agreed. The Mayor of Kyoto visited Istanbul to conclude the
partner-city agreement on his way back from Cologne, where the
50th anniversary of sister-city relations between Kyoto and Cologne
was celebrated in June 2013.



