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Profile of Xi’an:

Population: 8,300,000 Area: 10,108knd

Xi‘an is the capital city of Shaanxi province. It is the heart of culture,
politics, manufacturing and industry in North Western China. It was
the capital of some of the well-known reigns including Zhou. Qin,
Han, and Tang dynasties for 1152 years (11th century BC to 10th
century AD). Chang'an, which is the old name of Xi‘an, flourished as the
capital of the Tang dynasty from the 7th to 10th century AD and was
the model for "Heiankyo” in Japan. Xi'an is renowned for possessing
several historical architectural structures such as the Giant Wild Goose
Pagoda, Terracotta Army, and the Blue Dragon Temple where a famous
Japanese priest, Kukai, used to study. It also has many other famous
places such as the Hua ging chi Pond, which was the stage for the
romantic affair between Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty and

Yang Kuei Fei.

Date of signing sister-city agreement:
May 10, 1974
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Motivation and background:

An official of the Chinese government visited Kyoto in 1972. He and the Mayor of Kyoto talked about the
possibility of forming sister-city ties between Kyoto and Xi'an. The following year, the Mayor of Kyoto sent a
letter to the President of the China-Japan Friendship Association to seek his cooperation in realizing sister-city
ties between the two cities. When the Mayor of Kyoto visited China in 1973, he met Mr. Li Xiannian, the Vice
President of China. They agreed to link Kyoto and Xi'an in this way. The following year, the Kyoto City delegation
visited Xi'an and both mayors declared sister-city ties.



