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Relationships between the age and the eruption of permanent teeth in cattle

Teruo TANABE, Masahiro NONAMI, Sabro FUJII

Abstract : Dental aging may be useful to estimate the actual age of cattle to be slaughtered, especially for
the BSE testing. We therefore investigated a correlation of the age and the eruption of permanent teeth in
cattle at the Kyoto City Slaughter House. The average age of the slaughtered cattle was 30.4 months. The

75% of cattle with under 3 permanent teeth were noted to be under 30 months of age,

while the 90% of

cattle with over 5 permanent teeth were above 30 months of age. Thus, usefulness of the eruption of
permanent teeth was gross and limited. To determine the actual cattle age precisely, more refined method

must be explored.
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