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Comparison of methods for culturing Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae
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Abstract
Swine Erysipelas caused by Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae is occasionally found in slaughter inspection. It
is recognized as a cause of infection in humans, so it is important to establish how to distinguish E.
rhusiopathiae from other bacteria. We tried to compare the methods for isolating E. rhusiopathiae using
various antibiotics. All E. rhusiopathiae strains we isolated from pigs had resistance to six antibiotics,
gentamicin, kanamycin, bacitracin, vancomycin, neomycin, and novobiocin. However the number of E.
rhusiopathiae cultured with the various antibiotics was decreased. These results suggested that we

should use culture medium both with and without antibiotics when we isolate E. rhusiopathiae.
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