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Radioactive cesium screening test in beef

Teruo TANABE®*, Yoshihiro NAKAGAWA*

Abstract

In July 2011, meat of several cattle contaminated with radioactive cesium was marketed in Japan. To

protect consumers and restore the trust and confidence in Japanese meat, we started to conduct

screening test in shipped cattle in the Kyoto City meat market.
From September 1, 2011 to March 31, 2012, 6154 beef samples have been tested. No samplesexceeded

the regulatory levels.

The result revealed that all readings were within the normal range. In addition,

cattle from around the Fukushima region were not shipped in the Kyoto City Slaughter House.

We can safely claim that beef in the Kyoto City meat market is unaffected by the nuclearpower plant

accident and it did not cause any threat to our health. But radioactive cesiumexceeding the

provisional safety limit has been found in beef from the area around Fukushima. Further

investigation in certain areas in Japan is necessary.

We should offer information to the public about radioactivity in food, health risk and food safety.
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