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Detection of ANorovirus in 2004

Chie KAIDA Tamotsu HARADA Yoshihiro KIGAMI Tomokazu KOISHI Chikaitsu YAMANO

Abstract Norovirus (NV) is one of the common causes of gastroenteritis. Especially, in 2004, we were
notified of many cases of NV infections in the community and detected this virus in significantly high
numbers of specimens submitted. NV is known to become epidemic in winter. However, several outbreaks
or food poisonings caused by NV were reported in restaurants, social welfare facilities, and hospitals during
April-July, 2004 in Kyoto City. From the administrative point of view, the NV outbreaks should be managed
as food poisonings or as sporadic infectious events. Accordingly, urgent collection of information regarding
NV infection in the community is required. Keeping in mind that the NV outbreaks occur all the year round,
we have to establish the rapid and reliable procedures to detect NV in the future.
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