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Data discrepancy in blood samples obtained from cattle

Teruo TANABE, Masahiro NONAMI, Hiroshi MUKAI

Abstract : When blood tests are performed in cattle, samples are obtained as blood letting after stunning or
as blood remaining in the mesentery. Also, either serum or plasma is employed. We noted some data
discrepancy between the samples prepared different ways. In this study, we compared levels of blood urea
nitrogen (BUN) and total bilirubin (T-Bil) in cattle slaughted in the Kyoto City Slaughter House. Serum
BUN levels tended to be higher than plasma and in the blood remaining in the mesentery than the blood
letting. By contrast, T-Bil levels were slightly lower in serum and in the blood remaining in the mesentery,
without significance. We conclude that BUN data should be carefully read considering the conditions how

the samples were prepared.
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