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Profile of Florence:

Population: 370,000 Area: 102.41km

Florence, which means flower capital in Italian, is the capital of the
Tuscany Region. It is the birthplace of the Renaissance and world-
famous figures such as Da Vinci and Michelangelo who were patronized
by the House of Medici. There are many historical properties such as
palaces and cathedrals in Florence. “The birth of Venus” and several
other famous paintings are exhibited at the Uffizi Museum. Florence
has had several thriving industries such as fashion, craftworks and wool
fabric through the ages.

Date of signing sister-city agreement:
September 22, 1965
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Motivation and background:

The Ambassador of Italy visited Kyoto in 1959. He and the Mayor of Kyoto talked about the possibility of forming
sister-city ties between Kyoto and Florence. When the Mayor of Kyoto visited Florence the same year, he was
very impressed by the city. The Kyoto City Assembly approved the sister-city ties between Kyoto and Florence in
1963. In 1965, Florence City Council also approved the move. A signing ceremony for the sister-city agreement
between Kyoto and Florence was held.



